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As reported in the May 24 issue of the NEW YORK TIMES, the latest TIMES/CBS NEWS Poll shows
that only one American in four says Reagan is telling the truth when he denies knowing that money
from arms sales to Iran went to help the contras. Next, the public is evenly split on whether the
congressional hearings on the Iran-contra affair are in reality producing new information, or are
merely "for show." The 1,343 adults interviewed by telephone were asked this question about
Reagan's truthfulness: "Ronald Reagan has said he did not know that the money from the Iranian
arms sales were going to help the contras who are fighting against the Government of Nicaragua. Do
you think he was telling the truth or was he lying when he said that?" Twenty-four percent, down
from 31% two weeks ago, said he was telling the truth, and 59% said he was lying. The survey had
a margin of sampling error of plus or minus three percent. Forty-three percent of the public said
the hearings were producing new information and 42% said they had "only been for show." On the
other hand, 56% said the investigation was fair, as opposed to 12% who said it was too hard on the
administration and 22% who said it was too easy. The respondents also provided their most critical
assessment in nearly four years of Reagan's handling of the economy. They were equally divided
between approval and disapproval, with 46% on each side. In September, 1983, 44% approved and
46% disapproved. But in every Times/CBS Poll since then, more Americans have approved than
disapproved. In the latest poll, 46% approved Reagan's overall handling of the presidency and 43%
disapproved. Thirty-five percent approved of his handling of foreign policy and 55% disapproved.
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